
Complete Streets
Building streets for all users, not just cars



Complete Streets are about equity

• Streets are a vital part of livable, attractive communities. Everyone, 
regardless of age, ability, income, race, or ethnicity, ought to have 
safe, comfortable, and convenient access to community destinations 
and public places–whether walking, driving, bicycling, or taking public 
transportation. But too many of our streets are designed only for 
speeding cars or creeping traffic jams.
• A Complete Streets approach integrates people and place in the 

planning, design, construction, operation, and maintenance of our 
transportation networks. This helps to ensure streets are safe for 
people of all ages and abilities, balance the needs of different modes, 
and support local land uses, economies, cultures, and natural 
environments.



Complete Streets are for all road users



Complete Streets are for everyone

• They are designed and operated to enable safe access for all users, 
including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and 
abilities. Complete Streets make it easy to cross the street, walk to shops, 
and bicycle to work. They allow buses to run on time and make it safe for 
people to walk to and from train stations.
• Creating Complete Streets means transportation agencies must change 

their approach to community roads. By adopting a Complete Streets policy, 
communities direct their transportation planners and engineers to 
routinely design and operate the entire right of way to enable safe access 
for all users, regardless of age, ability, or mode of transportation. This 
means that every transportation project will make the street network 
better and safer for drivers, transit users, pedestrians, and bicyclists —
making your town a better place to live.



What does a Complete Street look like?

• There is no singular design prescription for Complete Streets; each 
one is unique and responds to its community context. A complete 
street may include: sidewalks, bike lanes (or wide paved shoulders), 
special bus lanes, comfortable and accessible public transportation 
stops, frequent and safe crossing opportunities, median islands, 
accessible pedestrian signals, curb extensions, narrower travel lanes, 
roundabouts, and more.
• A Complete Street in a rural area will look quite different from a 

Complete Street in a highly urban area, but both are designed to 
balance safety and convenience for everyone using the road.



What are the benefits of Complete Streets?

• Complete Streets help create livable communities for various types of 
users, including children, people with disabilities, and older adults. 
Complete Streets improve equity, safety, and public health, while 
reducing transportation costs and traffic woes.





Complete Streets are all over the nation

• There are nearly 1,500 cities, regions, states, and other governments 
that have adopted Complete Streets policies, and they can be found 
in all 50 states as well as in the District of Columbia and the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.
• The National Complete Streets Coalition, a project of Smart Growth 

America, provides templates for entities wanting to adopt and 
implement Complete Streets policies.



Complete Streets in Alaska

• So far, there are only three places in Alaska that have officially 
adopted Complete Streets policies — the cities of Fairbanks and 
North Pole, and the Fairbanks-North Star Borough.
• Anchorage and Bethel have discussed Complete Streets policies, but 

have yet to officially adopt a policy.
• Sitka added adopting a Complete Streets policy as a goal in its Sitka 

Comprehensive Plan 2030.
• In 1994, the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 

published a design memo encouraging many practices later adopted 
by the Complete Streets program, but it never was codified.



Example of before and after Complete Streets



Another before and after example


